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Air Quality/Health 

Applicant has made no reference to extra pollution created by construction vehicles which are 
known to be major contributors to NO2/CO2 pollution, and has stated figures that only refer to the 
new road. Pollution during construction will include the pollution from the existing road plus the 
construction pollution, thus there will be an immediate increase when construction begins. 

The mean levels quoted by the Applicant are based on figures from environmental statement 6.1 Air 
Quality Monitoring results, these are based on readings taken between 2017 and 2018 and bias 
adjusted in 2019. Due to increased road usage from the recent increases in residential properties 
built north of our location, and the growth of heavy transportation from Felixstowe and Harwich 
Docks, which the new road will attract to gain access to the M25 and QE 2 Bridge these figures 
cannot be seen as relevant within the current DCO application.  

Since the submission of the DCO we have been advised by National Highways that the side of the 
new A12 will be 22 metres from the gate of Wishing well Farm. Calculations within the DCO are 
based on certain receptor points, the nearest to our property being Little Birch Holt Farm which is 
approximately half a mile further from the existing A12 Than Wishing Well Farm, therefore, the 
mean concentration levels shown within Highway’s tables cannot be a true reflection of the 
concentration increases at Wishing Well Farm during and after construction of the new road, our 
new access road and bridge, new bridle way, new culverts and digging of several ponds on the land 
surrounding Wishing Well Farm. 

Mapping within the DCO also states and shows that Wishing Well Farm is within the “Construction 
50 metre dust buffer zone” which indicates the vast increase in air pollutants which would also have 
a considerable detrimental effect on the resident diagnosed with acute asthma, and the general 
health of the whole family 

Within a property overview note for Wishing Well Farm, received from National Highways on 20th 
September 2022, there is confirmation that the magnitude of change in NO2 concentration will be 
large and the air quality at Wishing Well Farm will be reduced.  

The Government and Environmental Health Agency in line with World Health Organisation 
guidelines are planning to reduce the accepted level of Air Quality Standards in the foreseeable 
future. Highways application is based on 2010 standards which will probably be outdated by the 
time the new road is completed.  

  

 


